6$                              LORD   CARSON
M'Keons' evidence was a pitiful imitation of it. Once more
he argued that the cc state of the country " was no argument
for a specific conviction. " There is much," he began gravely,
" that is agreed between us and the Crown, There were
many things in the opening statement of the McDcnnot
with which we heartily concur ; at least in the extreme horror
of the crime committed on Sunday, the and April, 1882 ;
another matter of agreement is that for a long time, through
the length and breadth of our land,, has existed an impunity
for crime which threatens to uproot society and overthrow
law and order. I would be as glacl as any man to see the true
culprits brought to justice/* All this the McDcrmot had
said, and Carson conceded it. ** But/' he asked impressively,
" at what time in the history of this country has it ever been
more requisite that jurors should be careful only to act on
the clearest and strictest proof? No matter what abhorrence
you feel for the crime., you must act on the evidence alone*
You must not speculate, or attempt to find by speculation, a
case against the prisoners at the Bar, God forbid that that
day shall ever come when our laws will be changed, and
jurors allowed to act on speculation* I sec nothing to justify
the assertion that law and order is reasserting itself. Were
these two creatures, the M'Keons, these two confederates,
coming forward to assert law and order? Their whole
evidence is a solemn mimicry of the Phoenix Park cases,
Why were the names E, Mack and Daniel Gurlcy introduced?
To what use was the term * to remove tyrants/ the phrase of
James Carey, the approver in those cases, used ? ** Carson
then used with consummate skill for a young man the fact
that the informer Hanlon had not been put into the witness-
box. " I accuse the Crown of having shamefully withheld
evidence which would have conclusively shown that the
McKeons were fabricators, liars, and villains. What were
they ? They were, upon their own showing, approvers of the
deepest dye, steeped, according to their own words, with the
blood that had been shed throughout the country* You
cannot believe them, according to the law, without corrobo-
ration. Where is it ? Where is Hanlon the informer, the man
who, to save his life, gave evidence with regard to Mrs,